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CHAPTER 460
MASSAGE THERAPY AND BODYWORK THERAPY

460.01 Definitions. 460.095 Massagetherapy and bodywork therapy school, training program, and
460.02 Licenserequired. instructorrequirements.
460.03 Applicability. 460.10 Continuing education.
460.04 Duties of afiliated credentialing board. 460.11 Practice requirements.
460.05 Licensure of massage therapists and bodywork therapists. 460.12 Duty to make reports.
460.06 Examinations. 460.13 Advertising.
460.07 Display of certificate; expiration and renewal. 460.14 Disciplinary proceedings and actions.
460.08 Temporary license. 460.15 Penalty.
460.09 Reciprocal license. 460.17 Local regulation.
Cross-reference: See also chfL 90, 91, 92, 93, and94, Wis. adm. code. 460.03 Applicability. A licenseunder this chapter is not
o ) requiredfor any of the following:
460.01 Definitions. In this chapter: NOTE: Section 460.03 (into.) was enumbered s. 460.03 (Lm) (inw.) by 2009
(19) “Adjunctive therapy“ means any of the foIIowing: Wis. Act 355and renumbered back to s. 460.03 (intr.) by the legislativerefer-

. R encebureau under s. 13.92 (1) (bm) 2.
(&) The use of aevice that simulates or enhances a manueﬂ Jreatt .( ) .) . . . "
(1) A person holding a license, permit, registratiorgentifi-

action. \ .
(b) The application of waterlubricants, or other nen cation granted by this state or the federal government who
rescrintiontopical agents to the skin ' engagesn a practice of massage therapy or bodywork therapy
P P pical ag ' _ within the scopef his or her license, permit, registration, or eerti
(c) The application of heat or cold to the skirthe absence fication and who does not imply that he or she is licensed under

of an electromagnetic device. this chapter A person who is exempt from licensure under this
(ar) “Affiliated credentialing board” meartise massage ther subsectiormay use the terms “bodywork,” “bodyworkeand
apy and bodywork therapy ffated credentialing board. “bodywork therapy” to identify his or her practice.

(2m) “Licenseholder’ means a person granted a license undeNOTE: Sub. (1) was enumbered sub. (1m) (a) by2009 Ws. Act 355and

: renumbered back to sub. (1) by the legislativeaference bueau under s. 13.92
this chapter @) (bm) 2.

(3) “Manual action” includes holding, positioningocking,
kneading,compressing, decompressing, gliding, or percussi
the softtissue of the human body or applying a passive range

motionto the human body without joint mobilization or manipulayyhq is exempt from licensure under this subsection may use the

tion. “terms “bodywork,” “bodyworker” and “bodywork therapy” to
(4) "Massagetherapy” or “bodywork therapy” means the-sciidentify his or her practice.

enceand healing art that uses manual actions and adjunctive theroTe: sub. (2) was enumbered sub. (1m) (b) by2009 Wis. Act 355and
piesto palpate and manipulate the sigsue of the human body renumbered back to sub. (2) by the legislativeaference bueau under s. 13.92
in order to improve circulation, reduce tension, relieve soft tissgé®m) 2-
pain, or increase flexibility “Massage therapy” dtbodywork (2m) (a) A person who does any of the following and whe sat
therapy” includes determining whether manual actions andsfiesthe requirements of pgb):
adjunctive therapies are appropriater contraindicated, or 1. Uses touch, words, and directed movement to deepen a cli
whethera referral to another health care practitioner is appropént's awareness of his or her existing patteshsnovement and
ate. "Massage therapy” or “bodywork therapy” does not includg suggest to the client new patterns of movement.
makinga medical, physical therapgr chiropractic diagnosis. 2. Uses toucho afect the enagy systems of the human body
(5) “Physician’soffice” means a place, other than a residence 3. yses touch and education téeet changen the structure
or a hospital, that is used primarily to provide medical @@ of the hody while engaged in the practice of structural integration.
treatm?nt. ., . . (b) The person is recognized by or meets the establighad
(6) “Sexualcontact” has the meanimggven in s939.22 (34)  gardsof either a professionalganization or credentialing associ
(7) “Sexualintercourse” has the meaning given i®48.01 ationthat recognizes a person in a practice after that person dem
@) (a) onstratesan adequate level of training and competency and
History: 2001 a. 742009 a. 12355, adherencéo ethical standards.
) . ) ) (c) A person who is exempt from licensure under this subsec
460.02 License reqwred. Exceptas provided in $460.03  tjon may use the terms “bodywork,” “bodyworKeand “body
no person may provide massage therapy or bodywork thera@yrk therapy” to identify his or her practice.
designatenimself or herself as a massagerapist or bodyV\_/ork“ (3) A person who manipulates only the soft tissues of the
therapistor masseur or masseuse, or use or assume the title dsfeet, or ears of the human bogyovided that the services

sagetherapist and bodywortkerapist” or “massage therapist’ orarenot represented or implied to be masshgeapy or bodywork
“bodywork therapist” or “masseur” or “masseuse” or any title thzl‘ﬁerapy.

include§“massagetherapist," “bodywork therapiSt’” 9’ “boij NOTE: Sub. (3) was ceated as sub. (1m) (c) b009 Wis. Act 355and renum-
worker,” or append to the persenhame the lettersM.T., beredto sub. (3) by the legislativeeference bueau under s. 13.92 (1) (bm) 2.
“R.M.T., , L‘;M.T., ) CMT.” "B.T.” "BW." “LBW, History: 2001 a. 742009 a. 355s. 13.92 (1) (bm) 2.
R.B.W.,” or “C.B.W.,” or use any other titler designation that  cross-reference: See also ch®L 90, 91, 92, 93, and94, Wis. adm. code.
represent®r may tendo represent that he or she is licensed under
this chapterunless the person is licensed under this chapter 460.04 Duties of affiliated credentialing board.
History: 2001 a. 742009 a. 355 (Am) The affiliated credentialing boardshall prepare an

(2) A person who is authorized to practice massage therapy or
dyworktherapy in another state country and is providing a
nsultatiorto or demonstration with a license holdér person
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examinationon state laws and administrative rules governing 1. An offense under s940.22 940.225 944.15 944.17

massageherapy and bodywork therapy 944.30944.31944.32944.33944.34948.02948.025948.08
(2) The afiiliated credentialing board shall promulgate rule§48.085948.09 948.095 or948.10
thatestablish all of the following: 2. Anoffense under federal law or a law of any other state that
() Standards that govern the professional conduct of licehsgomparable to an fense under subd.
holdersin practicing massage therapy or bodywork therdfe (i) Theperson submits evidence satisfactory to the department
standardshall prohibit a license holder frohaving sexual con thathe or she has current proficiency in the okan automated
tactor sexual intercourse with a client. externaldefibrillator achieved through instruction provided by an

(b) Criteria for approving a training program for purposes Hpdividual, organization, or institytion of.higher. education
s.460.05 (1) (e) 1.Rules promulgated under this paragraph Shg@}pprovewndgr $46.03 (38)t9 prowde such Instruction. .
requirethe training program to meet the requirements under s.(2) The afiliated credentialing board may waive a reqeire
460.095and to consist of at least 600 classroom hours. mentspecified in sul(1) (e)if a person establishes, to the satisfac

(c) Requirements and procedures for obtaining the informfigh Of the afiliated credentialing board, that hesire has eduea
consentof a clientunder s460.1 (1) and for making a report ion, training, or other experience that is substantially equivalent
requiredunder s460.12 (1) to the requirement.

(d) A definition of “sexually oriented business” for purposes (4) The %ﬁiliated cLedentiaIiT_g boa:jd mgty as_sigr;] a unique
of 5.460.11 (3), icensenumber to each person licensed under this chapter

. . . . History: 2001 a. 742005 a. 2225, 254, 277, 2007 a. 1042009 a. 355s.21, 28
(e) A requirement that an applicant for a license under thisza.

chaptersubmit evidence satisfactory to théliated credentialing
boardthat the applicant has current proficiency in the use of 460.06 Examinations.  The afiliated credentialingboard
automatecexternal defibrillator achieved through instruction-promay not grant a license under this chapter unless the applicant
vided by an individual, aganization, or institution ohigher achievesa passing grade on the following examinations:
educationapproved under €6.03 (38)to provide such instruc (1) A nationally administered, entry-levetompetency
tion. examinationfor therapeutienassage and bodywork therapy that

(f) Requirements to be satisfied by a person seeking a tempgieets generally accepted psychometric principles and standards
rary license under £160.08 The rules promulgated under thisor @ substantially equivalent examination approbgdhe afili-
subsectiorshall require the person to be a graduate of a massaégd credentialing board.
therapyor bodyworktherapy school or program and may require (2) The examination on state laws and administrative rules
the holder of a temporary license to make disclosures to clieg®verningmassage therapy and bodywork therapy required under
andto practice under the supervisioha massage therapist ors.460.04 (2) (g)
bodyworktherapist licensed under this chapter History: 2001 a. 74.16; 2009 a. 355

(9) A requirement that an applicant for a license under thj
chaptemass an examination on state laws and administrative n‘éég
governingmassage therapy and bodywork therapy

History: 2001 a. 742007 a. 1042009 a. 355

.07 Display of certificate; expiration and renewal.
Eachperson who is licensed under this chapter shall conspic
uously display the license in the placebakiness where he or she

Cross—-reference: See also ch&fL 90, 91, 92, 93, and94, Wis. adm. code. praCtice,Snassage therapy or bodywork therapy so thdtaeese
caneasily be seen and read.
460.05 Licensure of massage therapists and body - (2) Renewalapplications shall be submittéalthe department

work therapists. (1) The afiliated credentialing board shall on a form provided by the department on or before the applicable
granta license as a massage therapist or bodytnemapist to a renewaldate_spemfled under440.08 (2) (apnd shall include all
person who satisfies all of the following: of the following:

(a) The person is 18 years of age or older (@) The renewafee determined by the department under s.

(b) The person has graduated frhigh school or attained high 440.03(9) (a). . L .
schoolgraduation equivalency as determined by the department(P) If applicable, proof of completioof continuing education
of public instruction under 415.29 (4) unders.460.10 N o

(c) The person submits an applicatifan the license to the  (C) Evidence satisfactory to thefiahted credentialing board

affiliated credentialing board onfarm provided by the &fiated thatthe applicanhas in efiect malpractice liability insurance cov
credentialingooard. erage in an amount thatristless than $1,000,000 per occurrence

(d) The person pays the fee specified #46.05 (1) and$1,000,000 for all occurrences in one year

(€) Except as provided in su2), the person submits evi denceth (d) Evidence satisfactory to thefibfited credentialing board

\ ] e atthe applicant has current proficiency in the use of an auto
satisfactoryto the diiliated credentialing boarthat he or she has 1\ ed external defibrillator achieved through instruction -pro

doneall of the following: vided by an individual, ayanization, or institution ohigher

1. Graduated from a school of mass#ggrapy or bodywork educationapproved under €6.03 (38)to provide such instruc
therapy approved by the educational approval board undergn.

38.50that meets the requirements undett).0950r completed  pistory: 2001 a. 742007 a. 20104 2009 a. 355
atraining program approved by thdilédted credentialing board
underthe rules promulgated under460.04 (2) (b) 460.08 Temporary license. The afiliated credentialing

2. Completed at least 6 classroom hours inlles of this boardmay grant a temporary license for a period not to exceed 6
stateand rules of the fiiated credentialing board relating to themonthsto an applicant who satisfies the requirements established
practiceof massage theragy bodywork therapy in a course ofin the rules under €60.04 (2) (f) A temporary license may not
instructionapproved by the fiiated credentialing board. berenewed.

() The person passes the examinations undeGs06 History: 2009 a. 355

(9) The person submits evidence satisfactothie afiliated  460.09 Reciprocal license. Upon application and payment
credentialingooard that he or she has ifeet malpractice liability of the fee specified in €40.05 (2) the afiliated credentialing
insurancecoverage in an amount that is not less than $1,000,08hrd shall grant a massage therapist or bodywibirapist
peroccurrence and $1,000,000 for all occurrences in one yeaficenseto a person who holds a similar licensaimther state or

(h) The person has not been convicted of any of the followirtgrritory of the United States or another country if thidiafed
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credentialingboard determines that thequirements for receiv 460.12 Duty to make reports. (1) A license holder shall
ing the license in the other state, territary country are substan submitareport to the difiated credentialing board if he or she has

tially equivalent to the requirements unde4@0.05 reasonableause to believe thanother license holder has com
History: 2001 a. 742009 a. 355 mitted a crime relating to prostitution under 844.30to 944.34
or has had sexual contact or sexual intercourse with a client. If the
460.095 Massage therapy and bodywork therapy reportrelates to sexual contact or sexual intercourse with a client,
school, training program, and instructor requirements. thereport maynot identify the client unless the client has provided

Eachmassage therapy or bodywork therapy schamzited in this written consent for disclosure of this information.
stateand each massage therapy or bodyviieekapy training pro (2) The afiliated credentialingboardmay use a report made
gramoffered in this state shall do all of the following: undersub.(1) as the basis for an investigation undet6€.14(1).

(1) Provide and require as grerequisite to graduation If, after aninvestigation, the &fiated credentialing board has rea
completionof a course of instruction on state laws and regulatioesnablecause to believe that a license holder has committed a

applicableto massage therapy and bodywork therapy crime, the afiliated credentialing board shall report the betief
(2) Administer,score, and require apeerequisite to gradua thedistrict attorney fothe county in which the crime, in the opin
tion, the examination required under$0.06 (2) ion of the afiliated credentialing board, occurred.

(3) Ensurethat each instructor hired by the school or training (3) If, after an investigation, theféifited credentialing board
programon or after December 1, 2010, to teach courses in ar@é@termineshat a report submitted under s(#).is without merit,
omy, physiology kinesiology and pathology has at least one othe afiliated credentialingooard shall remove the report from the

the following: recordof the license holder who is the subject of the report.
(a) Professional training and 2 years of experience in a health—(4) All reports and records made from repairsler sub(1)
relatedfield. andmaintainedoby the dfiliated credentialing board, the depart

_ ; P ment, district attorneys, and other personficiafs, and institu
(b) Two years of posF secondaw education and trammg.. tions shall be confidential and are exenfjmm disclosure under
(4) Ensurethat each instructor hired by the school or training "1 g 35 (1) Information regarding thielentity of a client with
A¥om a license holder is suspected of having sexual contact or
séxualintercourse shall not be disclosed by persons who have

receivedor haveaccess to a report or record unless disclosure is

and the practice of massage therapy or bodywork therapy
licensedunder this chapter and has at least @fntbe following:

(a) Two years experience as a practicing professional. consentedo in writing by the client. The report of information

(b) Formal education and trainiras a massage therapy omundersub.(1) and the disclosure of a report or record under this
bodyworktherapy instructor subsectiordoes not violate any persesrresponsibility for main

History: 2009 a. 355 taining the confidentiality of patient health care records, as

definedin s.146.81 (4)and as required underl16.82 Reports
460.10 Continuing education. (1) The afiliated creden andrecords may be disclosed only to thilliafed credentialing
tialing board may promulgate rules establishing all of the follovboard,the department, and the appropriatef stbé district attor

ing: neyor a law enforcement agency within this state for purposes of
(a) Requirements and procedures for a license holder te cdnvestigationor prosecution.
pletecontinuing education programs or courses of study&dify (5) (a) In this subsection, “violation” means a violation of any

for renewal of his or her license. The ryeemulgated under this stateor local law that is punishable by a forfeiture.
paragraptmaynot require a license holder to complete more than () A license holder shadiubmit a written report to thefiit

24 hours of continuingducation program [programs] or coursegted credentialingboard if he or she is convicted of a felony or
of study in order to qualify for renewal of his or her license. misdemeanoror is found to have committed a violation, in this

- NOTE: The correct word is shown in brackets. Corective legislation is pend  stateor e|sewhere’ and if the circumstances of the fe|mi5de

ing. T ) ) o meanoror violation substantially relate to the practice of massage
~ (b) Qualifications applicable to providers of continuing educi‘herapyor bodywork therapy The report shall identify the date,
tion programs and courses required under (par lace,and nature of the conviction or finding and shallsbe

(2) Theafiliated credentialing board may waive all or part OEﬂtted within 30 days after the entry of the judgment of conviction
any requirement established in rules promulgated under($)b. or the judgment finding that he or sbemmitted the violation. If
(a) if it determines that prolonged illnesdisability, or other the report is submitted by mail, the report is considered to be sub
exceptionakircumstances have prevented a license holder frafiitted on the date that it is mailed.
completingthe requirement. History: 2001 a. 742000 a. 355

History: 2001 a. 742009 a. 355
460.13 Advertising. Except as provided in 460.03 (1) and
460.11 Practice requirements. (1) A license holder may (2), a license holdemay not advertise that he or she practices mas
not practice massage therapy or bodywork therapy on a clisage therapy or bodywork therapy unless thdvertisement
unlessthe license holder first obtains the informed consent of ticludesa statement that the license holdea ficensed massage
clientand has informed the client that he or she may withtltaw therapistand bodywork therapist” or “licensed massage therapist”
consenit any time. or “licensed bodywork therapist.”

(2) A license holdeshall keep confidential any information NOTE: The cross-refeence to s. 460.03 (1) and (2) was changedrfr s.
thata client in confidence gives o the license holder and any otEf3(Am){e a0 & by he legsianeefeence bueau under 1352 1) o)
informationthat the license holder obtains about a client in th§), as affected by2009 Wis. Act 355s.17.
courseof practicing massage therapybodywork therapy that a  History: 2001 a. 742009 a. 355s. 13.92 (1) (bm) 2.
reasonabl@erson in the clierd’position would want keptonfi-
dential, unlesshe information is otherwise required by law to bd60.14 Disciplinary proceedings and actions. (1) Sub-
disclosedor the client specifically authorizes the disclosure of thjectto the rules promulgated unde#40.03 (1) the afiliated cre
information. dentialingboard maymake investigations and conduct hearings

(3) A license holder mayot, whether for compensation orto determine whether a violation of this chapter or any rule pro
not, practice massage therapy or bodywork therapy for a sexudlylgatedunder this chapter has occurred.
oriented business, aefinedby the dfiliated credentialing board  (2) Subjectto the rules promulgatashder s440.03 (1) the
by rule. affiliated credentialing board may reprimand a license holder or

History: 2001 a. 742009 a. 355 deny, limit, suspend, or revoke a license under this chapter if it
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finds that the applicant or licenkelder has done any of thefol  (2m) Subjectto the rules promulgated underdd0.03 (1) the

lowing: affiliated credentialing board shall revokelieense under this
(a) Made a material misstatementin application for a license chapterif the license holdeis convicted of any of the following:
or for renewal of a license. (a) An offense under s940.22 940.225 944.15 944.17,

; 944.30944.31,944.32944.33944.34948.02 948.025948.08
(b) Subject to ss111.321 111.322 and111.335 been con ?,48.085 948.09 948,095 0r 948.10

victed of an ofense the circumstances of which substantiall
relateto the practice of massage therapy or bodywork therapy, (b) An offense under federal law or a law of any other state that
s comparable to an fehse under paga).

(¢) Advertised in ananner that s false, deceptive, or m|slead (3) The affiliated credentialing board may restore a license

Ing. . ) . thathas been suspended or revoked on gerchs and conditions
(d) Advertised, practiced, or attempted to practice undggthe afiliated credentialing board may deem appropriate.
another’sname. History: 2001 a. 742005 a. 2772009 a. 355

(e) Subject to ssl11.321111.322 and111.34 practiced mas 460.15 Penalty. Any person who violates this chapter or any
h k th hile hi h ili > : :
sagetherapy or bodywork therapy while his or her abilitptac rule promulgated under this chaptahnall forfeit not more than

tice was impaired by alcohol or other drugs. e
. I d tal . bmi $1,000for each violation.
un((jfér IQZ%rglgga(lg made a false statement in a report submittedq,\ 2001 a. 742000 a. 355
(9) Engaged in unprofessional conduct in violation of the-staf60.17 Local regulation. A city, village, town, or county
dardsestablished in rules promulgated undet69.04 (2) (a) may not enact an ordinance that regulates the practice of massage
(h) Engaged in conduct while practicing massage therapytafrapyor bodywork therapy by a person who is licensed by the

bodyworktherapy that jeopardizes the health, safetyvelfare affiliated credentialing board under this chaptiio provision of

. : R ny ordinance enacted by a ¢it§llage, town, or county that is in
of a client or that evidences a lack of knowledge of, inability @I‘fectbefore February 1, 1999, and that relates to the practice of

apply, or the negligent application of, principles or skillsdis massagéherapy or bodywork therapgnay be enforced against

saggtherapy or bgdywork therapy ‘a person who is licensed by tledfiliated credentialing board
(i) Violated thischapter or any rule promulgated under thianderthis chapter
chapter. History: 2001 a. 74.19; 2009 a. 355
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